
Minutes of the AGM held at Newark on 30th September 2016 
 
Present at the meeting were: 
Council Members: 
G3WGM, G4LRG, M0OIC, G4ETG 
Members: 
G4JVJ, M0VNG, G1LKJ, G2ABR, GI4JTF, M0JHO, G0CWP, G0ZEP, GU3TUX, AI5P, G0OKD, M0HLF, G6NHY, 
G4BHI, G7PNG, G0TBI, M0ACV, M1CCF, 2E0ERC 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Council Members: 
GW3KJW, G3RGE, G3VBE, G0SWY, MM0DKQ, Maj(Tfc) P.R.G. Tonks, GW0WEE, M0GKD, G4KLE 
Members: 
MM0KTE, G1HIJ, GM3KHH, GW4XKE, GM4EMX, G8JAC, M0RLO, G0NBY, 2E1SIS, G3YNT, G8OFX, M0WSN 
 
The 58th AGM took place in the Sheldon Suite at the Newark Showground as part of the Annual Hamfest and 
was opened at 11am by the Vice President Maj(Retd) Jim Heck with a welcome to members followed by his 
annual report which is shown below: 
 
RSARS VP’s Report – Sept 2016 
Greetings from the President. I have recently been in contact with our President, Col Simon 
Hutchinson, the Corps Colonel, and he apologies that he is unable to attend the AGM, but has asked me to 
pass on his best wishes to all members, and is hoping for good DX in the next 12 months. 
Many thanks to John G4LRG, and his helpers for arranging this AGM and also setting up and manning the 
RSARS stand at the Rally. 
This year’s activities 
In November last year, at the instigation of Brig Mike Taylor G3UCT, Alan Mockford M0GKD and I attended a 
meeting with the Museum Director, and the Museum Business Manager. The subject of the meeting was to 
discuss the possibility of installing a live amateur radio station in the museum. This has been talked about 
over the years, but never come to fruition. Mike was in an ideal position to push this idea through, as living 
locally, he was on the management board of the Museum. However, the project floundered when very sadly 
and very suddenly he went silent key shortly after the meeting. 
On 7th Jan, Col Hutchinson visited Cole Block, and we were able to show him various activities, e.g. DX radio 
operation using SSB and CW, the echo link system, brief him on the repeater, reception of signals from the 
FUNcube satellite, etc. He spent about an hour talking to the regulars at Cole Block, including our two cadet 
signals instructors, who are frequent visitors to the HQ station, and use it extensively when they run cadet 
courses at the School.  I think Col Hutchinson was quite impressed with what he saw and heard, he admitted 
that he didn’t have much knowledge of amateur radio before he paid us a visit. 
The two masts at Cole Block have successfully been professionally inspected as required by the Blandford 
Camp authorities. This was done at no expense to the Society as we managed to persuade the RSA to make 
us a grant. It’s difficult, though, as they ask us how many serving soldiers are among our membership, and I 
have to tell them that the number is much lower than we would like. Any opportunity to recruit any serving 
members, Regular, TA or cadets should be taken. 
This year we again established a live station, GB2RSM, over the RSA weekend in June. This is an enjoyable 
and useful activity as we can take part in the Museums on the Air weekend, and represent the Royal Signals 
Museum. The event also shows RSARS off to the rest of the Corps, and we were visited by several senior 
officers of the Royal Signals, including the Master of Signals. 
On a personal note, many of you will know that I had to have a replacement hip operation during the 
summer, and I am happy to say that this has been most successful, and I would like to thank all RSARS 
members for their good wishes. 
If 2016 was the year of the hip replacement, then 2017 will be the year of the move. As I speak, my new 
house (actually a bungalow) is being constructed in a little village called Great Hampden in Buckinghamshire. 
I am hoping that it will be ready for occupation mid next year, when I will move away from Blandford. 



Finally, I would like to say a few words about our nets. Although I don’t join them very often, I think they 
are a very important part of the Society’s activities. It does seem to me that as we start the end of the current 
sun spot cycle conditions are going to get worse, before they get better. I recall joining the Chatterbox net 
one Sunday just after I left the army in 1994. I was living in a rented house, so the erection of a decent 
antenna was difficult. Not quite the preverbal piece of wet string, but close to it. When I called into the net, 
my signal was reported as pretty weak and unintelligible, but it was Dick Winters, G3NVK, who encouraged 
the members of the net to listen closely for me, and eventually I was able to pass my details to the net. I have 
always remembered this event as an object lesson. When conditions are poor, don’t give up, just listen a little 
harder. And in this modern age, I suppose resort to Hack Green if you must! 
 
With that thought, I will finish by thanking you all for coming to the AGM, and wish you good DX over the 
next 12 months 
 

……………… 
A one-minute silence then took place in memory of all members who became Silent 
Key during the last year. 
 
Acceptance of 2015 minutes as published in Mercury Proposer Chris G2ABR 
         Seconder Max M0VNG 
 
Acceptance of 2015 Treasurers report as published in Mercury  

Proposer Russ G0OKD 
         Seconder Rod G4JVJ 
 
Council Reports were read out by the General Secretary for those members who were 
unable to attend and the remainder were read by Council Members who were 
present at the meeting. 

 

GENERAL SECRETARY – G4LRG 

 
I would like to thank everyone for their support over the last year in my roles as General Secretary and 
Webmaster. 
 
Communications on air is difficult due to conditions but it is possible to speak to other members on most 
days.  These poor conditions are likely to be with us for some time to come. 
 
We now have a Facebook page which is exclusive to RSARS and can only be accessed by members.  There are 
currently some 58 active members using this medium with lots of interesting articles being posted. 
 
There is still activity from overseas with the most recent from Mal/VK6LC who has been operating with 
VI6BLT50 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan which took place in Vietnam. Mal 
is also worth looking for on the Digi modes using PSK and RTTY to give more points away to members who 
use these modes. Rick/AI5P has also recently toured some European countries and given quite a few points 
away to members. 
 
Once again, congratulations to all of the annual awards winners, all of which are very well deserved and there 
are some trophies here to be awarded to those who have been able to attend the AGM this year. 



 
I am more than happy to continue in my roles as General Secretary and Webmaster for the coming year. 
 
John/G4LRG 
GenSec 
Webmaster 
 
 
RSARS QSL Bureau AGM Notes - 2016 
 
The RSARS QSL Bureau continues to operate, albeit with less activity. I remember when taking over March 
2007 that I was busy most days. Linda 2E1SIS became assistant bureau manager when I was sending out large 
batches of cards, to many active members. Sadly, during these past years’ members have been lost, 
conditions have again deteriorated, badly, and nets these past few months proving difficult. New members 
are joining the Society, and very welcome they are, but owing to poor conditions they are not heard joining 
nets. Us award chasers are now struggling. 
The number of members using the bureau currently stands at 272. These are paid up members who have 
stamps in the bureau and excludes those lapsed. It includes still our VK/ZL members that were ably looked 
after by Alan VK6PG. Activity into VK/ZL is very low and even during our last May Activity we struggled. Ever 
hopeful that one of our members will take over from Alan they will remain as bureau users but this will be 
reviewed. I would like to take this opportunity of thanking Alan VK6PG as my working partner looking after 
those members far away. Mal VK6LC has done his best for us running VI6BLT50. (Battle of Long Tan Vietnam) 
I would also wish to thank those members running special calls, allowing Mike G0SWY to give them an 
affiliated number. Without these specials bureau activity would be even less. A reminder, as I have been 
asked. Our special event callsigns, apart from our 50th Anniversary with GB50RSARS, have nothing to do with 
RSARS Council. If a member wishes to apply to Ofcom for a special call Mike G0SWY will supply an affiliated 
number if it can be militarily linked. F401 GB8MC (800 years since Magna Carta) was borderline but included 
in the 627 worked were many RSARS members looking for points. I hope to run another in July 2019 to 
commemorate the explosion at the National Shell Filling factory at Chilwell, known to many as COD Chilwell 
after WW2. It will commemorate and remember lives lost 100 years ago. 
I will mention my thanks in passing to Rick AI5P who has done his best for us in the past and more recently 
as he travelling from Albuquerque to the Hamfest via Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia and Biggleswade. 
Many thanks Rick it is appreciated. Also to Nick 5B/G3RWF currently in Cyprus picking up RSARS members 
when heard. 
No, not deviating too far from QSL Bureau activity but to mention (a) without these special calls bureau work 
would be limited, and (b) to suggest to members that they look back at military history and find a suitable 
special call. Ofcom is doing a great job for us in agreeing these calls, as does our awards manager in attaching 
an AFF number if requested…just a thought. 
I am happy to continue as the RSARS QSL Bureau manager subject to the agreement of members. 
 

M0OIC 
 
From the Membership Secretary’s Desk 
 
RSARS membership numbers have fallen again this year, at the cut-off date the number of active members 
on the database is 596, (year 2015 it was 658), despite extending the renewal period 8 weeks this year. 
 
Members who take Mercury electronically has reached 59, including many of our overseas members which 
helps with the high mailing costs that prevail today. 
 
The RSARS Database software is functioning with “TLC” under Windows 10. I have, in addition transferred 
data to a standard Microsoft database to provide a back-up source of member’s details and continue to update 
details as required.    



 
Lapsed members: 43. New & Re-joined members (2015-16): 38. 
 
I am happy to continue as your Membership Secretary for the next twelve months. 
 
 
George G3VBE (Membership Secretary) 
10th July 2016 
 
 
 
NSMR Report Autumn 2016  
 
The general membership must be completely satisfied with the way the Society is conducted as neither NSMR 
has received any complaints, ideas or suggestions so far this quarter – or is it easier to go along without demure 
and to accept what is in front of you.  The Society exists for its members through the council and can only 
react to any suggestion initially via a NSMR 
  
Activity in the last period has been dire.  The sun god has been uncooperative consequently nets have been 
poor if non-existent.  As a result, we have come to the opinion that interest in joining any net has 
understandably diminished.  To attempt to rectify this malaise a new contest over 10 days will take place from 
late November to early December.  The contest entitled On Net is a simple affair, just join in and that’s it.  No 
need to give any details (unless you wish so to do), and no need to send in any log sheet.  The mode can be 
SSB, CW or digital – it matters not.   All the documentation will be dealt with by the controllers, the NSMRs 
and the Contests and Awards Manager.   All details will be published well in advance via Mercury and over 
the air so no excuse not knowing what’s going on.  For those appearing in a few nets you will receive a fine 
certificate to commemorate participation in this one-off event.  
 
Normally we report on the DX activities of our travelling members and although there have been members in 
Europe the bands have not been conducive for many QSOs although the net run on a Monday evening by 
EA5AVL and G2ABR is doing its best to winkle out our far-flung members.  The daytime nets have been 
badly effected as have the evening nets; but pity the frustrated controllers who are there on time, on frequency 
and with freshly sharpened pencil and receiving little if any replies to their increasingly pitiful calls. 
 
If this report sounds a little despondent the next one will be much more upbeat with reports of many exchanges 
on increasingly busy nets, the qsl Manager having to take on a lad, and the controllers complaining that they 
are having difficulty dealing with all the members joining the nets. 
 
GW3KJW  MM0DKQ 
 
 
 
 
AWARDS AND CONTESTS   G0SWY 
Last year was the slowest claims period since claims first started, a grand total of six claims all year, I am 
happy to report that this year things are looking healthier.  

The 559 contest was well attended and the results were published in Mercury. The May activity this year has 
been a disaster with just a few entries and only a few rosettes sent out, it is all down to conditions as we are all 
well aware of. Congratulations to Keith G6NHY who won this year’s May contest.  

Some members still missed the fact that I moved house in July 2015, my address is shown in front cover of 
Mercury. Hoping for better conditions for the next 12 months and some more activity, if any member would 



like advice on how to fill out claims forms or logs then please feel free to contact me at any time. 
g0swy1@sky.com l/line 02381 946511 

 
 
 

 
Treasurers Report AGM 2016 
 

The accounts for the year 2015/2016 show that we have an excess of income over expenditure 
again this years, roughly £500 more than last year. Hopefully this will be a continuing trend. 

 
Donations this year are down on last year’s figures as are subscriptions. Postage and 
administrative costs again have dropped the same as last year. Mercury printing costs are 
down again this year. 
 
Rally costs are still around the same as last year but as the changes agreed at last year’s AGM will not 
appear until next year’s accounts, this is not surprising. 

 
Sale of stores continues and I now show the sales income and this is down on last year by about 40% 

 
The year the miscellaneous expenses, to give more clarity, have been broken down and consist of RSGB 
membership and AGM expenses. 

 
The deposit account has not been raided this financial period and gained a very small amount of 
interest. 

 
With the changes made last year regarding rallies and the reducing Mercury bill I see no need to increase 
membership fees at present. 

 
I am willing to continue as treasurer for another year. 

 
 

D.B.Humphries 
 

Dave Humphries G4ETG 963 
Treasurer RSARS 
 
 
 

RSARS Stores Report 2016 
Stores activity has been slow again this year, even with the continued “Summer Sales” order form launched 
at the 2014 AGM. 
Stores Sales for the period from the AGM last September was 

• September 2015 – September 2016   =  £   152.80 

No new stock has been purchased this year, as we do still have a large holding of Polo Shirts, Ties and 
Baseball Caps. I would like to look for NEW items for the stores, but with the current financial review on all 
departments, I shall await guidance from the Council and Members. I conducted a stores condition report 
for the Council on all holdings in March 2016 and confirm that all items are still in a saleable condition 
I am happy to continue as Stores Manager for the coming year. 

mailto:g0swy1@sky.com


 
Mervyn S Foster 
G4KLE   #315 
Stores Manager 
RSARS 
 
 

Serving Member's Report 15-16. 
 
Personally this has been a very busy period for your resident serving member.  Having served out 
the remainder of 2015 through to Feb 2016 as 2IC 30 Sig Regt I moved to a new two-star deployable 
HQ based out of Northwood.  This is known as the Standing Joint Force Headquarters (SJFHQ) and 
is held at readiness to deploy at short notice worldwide.  The posting into SJFHQ as the SO2 J6 Land 
hasn't meant the ties to 30 Sig Regt have been completely broken they provide the staff working 
environment and ICS to support the HQ when deployed.  This was tested on Ex JOINT VENTURE 16 
in August 16 to great effect. 
 
Elsewhere in the Corps some of the decisions made in recent years have been overturned and 3 Sig 
Regt have been returned to providing close support to 3 (UK) Div. in Bulford.  Some may have seen 
in the press recently that a number of sites that currently house R SIGNALS units are set too close.  At 
present the author is unaware of where these units will be relocated to. 
 
I look forward to continue in providing a link to the Corps and repositioning the post to deliver more 
updates through Mercury rather than an annual report. 
 
 
 
 
 

G4RS Station Managers Report – August 2016. 
 

Activity in and around Cole Block has continued apace over the past year. We continue to meet twice a week 
– Tuesdays which has been our usual day for some time, plus we have added Thursdays, when our two 
Members from Poole come up. Thursdays became known as “Bring your own Pie Day” – the Station Managers 
donation of a Microwave Oven to Cole Block facilities enabled us to have Hot Food on the coldest days and 
we continue to enjoy fresh produce from the Station Managers garden though the Summer. 
 
In the New Year we replaced the Batteries (locally funded) in the UPS (donated ex MILNET) we use to support 
Echolink, APRS, the PC which is used for the Weather Station and the 4G Router (not RSARS Funded). Weather 
reported from G4RS is available at www.wunderground.com. (The location “Blandford Camp G4RS” 
IWILTSH118). 
 
The KPA500 Linear Amplifier built last year (also not RSARS funded) has been well exercised on Thursdays by 
Colin (G0JII) to pursue his DX interest with over 250 QSOs made on most of the HF Bands with St Helena SSB 
on 15m: China CW on 15m: Cape Verde CW on 20m and Haiti CW on 20m included in the Log since January 
2016. We need some more Log Books! More recently we have had Ken (G3RGE) enjoying the use of the extra 
power. 
 

http://www.wunderground.com/


We suffered some winter damage to the South Beam Rotator which was repaired quite quickly with a team 
effort – the Cadet Signals Training Team Officers (2EOOEM) and (M1LXM) provided the manpower to lower 
the mast, remove and replace the rotator after Rich (G0ZEP) had procured and fitted a replacement part. The 
mast was then raised to full height again to resume DX activity on CW. 
 
Some of our members assisted the Poole Radio Society with their support of JOTA 2015, providing equipment 
and operators for both Digital Modes and SSB on HF and demonstrating the use of Echolink through the old 
70cms repeater. All from a location on the outskirts of Bournemouth. We expect to be providing similar 
support for JOTA 2016 but this year the Echolink will be running through the new repeater. 
 
Our SES GB2RSM operated over five of the days covered by the NoV and produced 64 QSOs on HF and a 
handful on 2 metres and Echolink. Sadly, only 7 RSARS Members for which cards have been sent to the 
Bureau. 
 
Most recently of course we have had the Mast Inspections, again on July 14th, and I am pleased to report that 
both Masts passed and have been raised to full height again. Once again we thank Royal Signals Charity for 
settling the Invoice. The new winches fitted on the North Tower last year made easy work of the task. Little 
work was required this year except some liberal application of Graphite Grease and replacing the lower 
halyard on each mast (these support the 40 metre Dipole) with better quality donated rope. We also 
refurbished the Doublet (sometimes known as the ZEPP) with slight modification to achieve better tuning by 
the LDG RC600 Auto ATU (also not RSARS funded) enabling the KPA500 to be used with this Antenna more 
“comfortably”. 
 
 
Alan Mockford                 M0GKD                
G4RS Station Manager 
 
Re-Joining fee for lapsed members 
Members were advised of the re-joining membership fee for lapsed members after the final reminder which 
is listed in Mercury each year.  This is a change to rule 9 and will become effective from 1st January 2017. 

Updated Rule 9 
A member shall be deemed to have resigned from the Society if he/she has not paid his Annual Subscription 
by the last day of March. All membership privileges shall cease on that day. A member renewing his annual 
subscription after the last day of March shall be required to pay a supplement in addition to the annual fee 
but will retain his membership number. 

 
Other items which were raised by members: 
 
M1CCF raised the following questions for Council with regard to rally representation. 
 

1. Specifically, may I ask in advance that we show as part of the Treasurers report what savings have 
been made by non-attendance over the year? 
REPLY - Costs for the previous 3 years were as follows – 2013/£656.69, 2014/£441.16 and 
2015/£401.02.    The full effects for the costs since the AGM last year will be shown in the accounts 
for 2016/17. 

2. What additional advertising has been undertaken to replace this public presence? 
Reply – An effort was made to get an article into the Solider Magazine to give RSARS some publicity 
but unfortunately the article was not printed.   Subsequently an article has been produced for The 
Wire which will hopefully be published in December 2016. 
 

3. How have the club goods sales been affected?   



Reply – Sept 2014/2015 £243.25 and Sept 2015/2016 £152.80 
 

4. To help balance the books, how many members have agreed to take Mercury by email as a 
pdf file? 
Reply – A total of 59 members are so far taking Mercury in PDF format. 
 

5. To illustrate membership, can we compare the last 3 years’ new membership and discuss what active 
steps our Council can take to spread our influence within Royals Signals? 
Reply – New Membership over the last 3 years are as follows: 2013 – 29 (12 Lapsed).  2014 – 24 (10 
Lapsed.    2015 – 27 (6 Lapsed).   
A General discussion then took place regarding this subject and the follow notes and suggestions 
were made by various members… 

Member G0OKD said that he would do a suitable article for the Royal British Legion. M1CCF, G0TBI and 
M0VNG said that they look at producing articles for RADCOM and non-generic items for regimental 
magazines. These would be liaised with Gen Sec. Advertising and getting the word out were further discussed 
at length without any definite plan of action other than already mentioned. 
 
(After note) M0OIC is currently writing articles for submission to RSGB RADCOM and ARRL QST covering the 
visit by our RSARS member AI5P 4063 from Albuquerque, via Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and 
Biggleswade. It is hoped that both will accept links to our RSARS websites for membership details. This will 
be reported, success or failure by M0OIC at the 2017 AGM. (hopefully) 
 
Awards were then presented by our VP to: 
 
AI5P - GW2OP Trophy awarded in appreciation of the excellent service to the society over the previous 12 
months 
G6NHY - Winner May Activity 2016  
G6NHY - Winner of the N2DAN award 
G6NHY - Winner of the SSB section of the 559 Contest 
G4LRG - Overall Winner of the 559 contest 
M0OIC  - G8VG award 2015 
M0OIC - G3DSS Data Award 2015 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 1214hrs 
 


