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G3DPS 
******* 

It is hoped that this issue will be the last edition of "Mercury" to be edited by 'remote control', i.e. 
with the Editor in Yorkshire and the Headquarters in Dorset. By the time this copy is in your 
shack/lounge/briefcase your Editor should have completed a move to the Sunny South and taken over 
from Bill, G3KPQ who will, no doubt, be forming part of the DX from the Shetlands. I would like to 
take this opportunity of thanking on your behalf as well as my own, Bill who has done such a first-
class job at Blandford as Gen. Sec. of the Society. 'KPQ had it hard from the start, arriving at 
Blandford some time after I had left and having to pick up the threads assisted only by Gordon. Bill 
leaves us on promotion and we all wish him every success in his new appointment and rank. Well 
done, Bill. 

This edition sees the end of the "Goonhilly" series which I hope our more technically minded 
members found of interest. In the future it is hoped to run a series at the other end of the scale, i.e. 
basic theory for the beginner. Reprint permission is awaited. 

The 1794(P) problems have proved much more interesting than expected and the editorial desk is 
almost covered with entries. Results will be given in future editions. 

Have you checked your Log lately? It is felt that a lot of members must have the necessary number 
(25 or 12) of RSARS contacts to qualify for the Basic Award and Ray (G3EKL) is champing at the bit 
with pen poised and Certificates at the ready. And remember that you could be well on the way to the 
new Annual 'Progress' Award. You'll find details in this issue. 

Ray also mentioned that G3HKR will soon be on Two. Harrogate hopes so too, but having 
mentioned in the last edition about the unreliable component supply situation it was really no surprise 
to find that having ordered a Two Metre TX from an advertiser in "Radio Communication" with a 
promise of 10 weeks delivery on September 15th 1972 it still isn't here on February 15th 1973. After 
some problem getting the Company on the telephone we were told that there were no disc ceramic 
capacitors, hence the delay. After a still further delay, we were told that rotary switches were 
unobtainable. There is a ray of hope, however, - we do now have an Advice Note dated a week ago 
saying the rig had been sent by Securicor. However, we are not yet on Two Metres!!! 

It is nice to know that Johnny, G3EJF, is now on the road to recovery. If you know of any member 
who is ill, please let your Gen. Sec. know. We are quite a big organisation and can often help. There is 
no reason whatsoever why any RSARS member should suffer in silence. 

Details of a couple of Rallies are included in this issue. If your Area or Club are planning to run a 
'Get-together" now that the better weather is just ahead let us know, and perhaps it will give a few 
members a chance to meet. 

A couple of members pointed out the advertisement which sells transceivers less the P.A. bottles to 
SWLs. I wonder if this will encourage more licences or more pirates? 

Thanks are due to a couple of members who have sent along articles for the next "Merc.". These are 
much appreciated. You can all look forward to a first class article on an A.T.U. and another entitled 
"Baldy Bill's Meter Shunts" I'll leave you to guess who the author is and what it is all about!! 
Hope to see you all from Blandford - why not drop in and see us during the Summer?  
 
            
           73 
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Julian N. Jablin 
W9IWI/RSARS 798 
9124 N. Crawford Ave., 
Skokie, Ill. 60076, 
U.S.A. 

 
Any amateur who has not learned (and proved for himself) the validity of Murphy's Law should turn 

in his ticket and tear down his sky-wire. Murphy's Law, of course, states the general theorem: "If 
anything can possibly go wrong - it will". 

After too many years of Amateur Radio operation and soldering-iron burns, I believe that I have 
gathered enough data to postulate one more law which -- immodestly enough -- I am willing to call 
Jablin's Law, or, for use in informal conversation, The Law of You Can't Win. 

Specifically, Jablin's Law works quite simply. If you have constructed any Amateur Radio project 
beyond the point of no return, the literature (QST, CQ, RADIO COMMUNICATION) will publish an 
article describing an easier, cheaper or better way of doing it. The Law applies most usually to 
projects taken from the literature (QST, CQ, RADIO COMMUNICATION) and most frequently is 
called into play by an article published in the same Journal a short time after you read the original 
paper and begun work on the device in question. 

Example 1: Consider a mythical amateur, W9IWI, who has read in a mythical amateur radio 
magazine, QST, the description of a mythical 2-Metre FM receiver called the "Pip-Squawk". After a 
suitable period of contemplation (one week), W9IWI gathers the components for the equipment (no 
easy job) and etches a circuit board for the project. The pressure of work and social activity keeps him 
away from the project for two weeks, after which he is able to get back to it and solders 87% of the 
components on to the board. 

At this point, Jablins Law comes into play. The next issue of QST appears and the lead article 
describes a "Pip-Squawk MARK II" -- a considerably improved version which requires a different 
circuit board and several different components. 

Example 2: A Mythical amateur, K9WMG, decides to build a transiatorized amplifier described in a 
mythical magazine CQ. One of the required components is a 1∙3 Ohms resistor, and transistors being 
what they are, no other value will do. Transistorized gear being what it is, this resistor winds up being 
buried beneath a handful of other parts, since this is not a circuit-board job, but must fit into the 
cabinet of an existing receiver. After much hasseling with carbon resistors, a file, a coil of very fine 
wire and a resistance bridge, K9WMG comes up with a reasonable approximation of 1∙3 Ohms. He 
wires it into the circuit and completes the project 
 At this point, Jablins Law again comes into play. Before K9WMG has an opportunity to feed power 
into the amplifier, the next issue of CQ arrives a correction: "The value of the 1∙3 Ohms resistor in the 
transistorized amplifier was incorrect due to a draughtsman's error. The correct value should be 3∙1 
Ohms". 
Examples are endless. These should suffice and doubtless many amateurs can supply their own proofs 
of Jablin's Law. The corollary to the Law seems to be this: Begin no construction project until at least 
six months after the description has appeared in print, allowing time for corrections, improvements 
and alternate designs to appear. A side value of this is that, after this period has elapsed you will very 
likely have: (a) lost interest in the original idea, (b) decided that it is not needed, or (c) come to the 
conclusion that you are better off buying the device. In any event you are ahead of the game! 

 Julian Jablin, W9IWI /RSARS 798     
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THE LARGE STEERABLE AERIALS AT GOONHILLY EARTH STATION - PART II. 
 
(This is the second part of an article reprinted from "The Post Office Electrical Engineers Journal" by 
kind permission of the Editor. It goes on to deal with the Elevation Bearings, The Feed and Tracking 
System, Drive Transmission System, etc.). 

The position and design of the azimuth bearing has a critical effect on the design of the whole aerial. 
Most of the hazards previously associated with high-level azimuth bearings have been eliminated in 
the Aerial No. 3 design by mounting the rotating platform on a vertical, tapered kingpost, 5∙5m in 
length, so that the overturning moments are taken by the long, post-stressed tower neck (Fig. 5(d)). 
Radia1 loads on the upper part of the kingpost are taken by a bearing, 3∙8m in diameter, and an oil-
immersed bearing at the lower end, 1∙3m in diameter, carries radial and thrust loads. Both radial 
bearings comprise six plain polytetrafluoroethylene (p.t.f.e.) pads mounted on adjustable self-aligning 
shoes. The lower bearing also has p.t.f.e. thrust pads on the underside of the kingpost. Loads on 
individual bearing shoes and pads can be relieved so that replacement can be made without taking the 
aerial out of service. An oil-spraying system protects the upper bearing ring against corrosion. The 
only obvious disadvantage of this new system is the restriction of space on the azimuth bearing level 
which has been largely overcome by provision of the external lift. 

It is still too early for a reliable assessment of the relative merits of the high- and low-leve1 designs, 
but the advantages of a lightweight reflector are obviously also applicable to the latter. The advantage 
of the wide and stable base which simplifies the design for high wind loads and overturning moments 
should not be disregarded. 

 ELEVATION BEARINGS. 
The lightweight reflector of Aerial No. 3 enables the load to be carried by only two bearings on a 

short elevation axis. Built-in jacking facilities allow the bearings to be relieved of their load and 
replaced with minimum out-of-service time. A multiplicity of elevation bearings, as in the designs for 
Aerials Nose 1 and 2, can ease the design of a stiff reflector framework. In any event, self- aligning, 
spherical roller-bearings are essential, and at least one of them must take the axial thrust load as well 
as its share of the radial load. 

THE FEED AND TRACKING SYSTEM. 
The essential components of the Aerial No. 3 feed and tracking systems are shown in Fig. 6. Unlike 

the Aerial No. 1 and 2 feed units which have continuously rotating parts, the Aerial No. 3 feed is 
completely static. The main electromagnetic wave mode in the square pyramidal-horn feed is the 
dominant TE10 mode, but small amounts of energy in the TM12 and TE12 modes are generated in the 
throat of the horn, to shape the feed pattern. When the longitudinal axis of the feed horn is in line with 
the satellite direction, only these three modes are present. However, when there is a small pointing 
error, the field pattern is displaced and orthogonal TE20 and TE02 modes are generated. Energy in 
these modes at the beacon frequency is extracted and processed to give tracking error analogues. One 
mode is used for control of movement to reduce the tracking error in azimuth, the other mode controls 
elevation movement. 

The phase reference for the error channels is obtained by extracting the beacon signa1 from the 
output of the first amplifier via a 20 dB cross-coupler. A frequency converter followed by a narrow-
band tracking receiver from the phase reference channel, and a similar common channel is shared, by 
time division switching, between the azimuth- and elevation-error channels. Phase sensitive detectors 
at the output of the tracking receivers generate control signals which are amplified and processed in 
the servo amplifier to produce control signals for thyristor units. These govern the speed and direction 
of the driving motors which move the reflector to minimize or eliminate the tracking error. 
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DRIVE TRANSMISSION SYSTEM. 
The maximum power of the steering motors is set by the maximum aerial velocity and acceleration 

required in the most adverse weather conditions. As the tracking capability of Aerial No. 3 has been 
restricted to that appropriate for tracking 24-hour synchronous satellites, twin 1∙5 kW, servo-
controlled. d.c. motors are adequate, but if one fails, the tracking accuracy can still be maintained in 
wind speeds up to 70% of the maximum specified. When higher speeds are required for re-positioning 
the reflector, the drive is transferred to 15 kW a.c. motors, as shown for the azimuth system in Fig. 9. 

 As in Aerial No. 2. backlash is minimised in the 
gearbox design and its effects in the azimuth drive are 
controlled by counter-torque operation of the dual motors. 
These motors and associated gearboxes are mounted on the 
rotating platform, and the driving pinions engage with a 
large fixed ring-gear that surmounts the tower. 
The final stages of Aerial No. 3 dual elevation-drives 
incorporate novel screws and crossheads (large nuts). The 
screws, which do not rotate, form a link of variable length 
between crossheads fixed to the rotating platform and the 
reflector. Each screw is drawn longitudinally through its 
rotating crosshead by the reaction of a continuous train of re-
circulating steel balls which move through the helical 
channel formed by a gap between the threads of the screw 
and crosshead. As the crosshead is rotated by the drive from 
the motor, the balls enter the channel at one end, are drawn 

through the crosshead, discharged at the other and pushed around the loop to the channel entrance. 
The device has very high efficiency, low inherent friction which simplifies the design of a stable but 
sensitive servo system. Each drive transmission system includes dual multi-plate disc brakes that are 
applied automatically if there is a failure of the power motor supply. 

Comparison of this modern low-power system with the 75 kW installation that drives Aerial No. 1, 
or the dual 11 kW system of Aerial No. 2, shows clearly that substantial economies have been 
achieved in driving motors, control gear and the mechanical transmission systems. The major savings 
arise from the reduction of weight, the exclusion of high tracking velocities from the specification and 
the use of solid state devices instead of rotating machinery for the control of variable-speed d.c. 
motors. 

 
EQUIPMENT ACCOMODATION. 

The Aerial No. 3 design reverts to the philosophy originally envisaged in the B.P.O./Husband design 
for Aerial No. 2 in that the l.n.a.s. are mounted in-line with the elevation axis in a cabin that rotates in 
azimuth but does not tilt. The stationary main and reserve l.n.a.s. are linked with the feed via a short 
length of flexible waveguide approximately on the elevation axis, and a straight waveguide which 
moves with the reflector, By comparison with Aerial No. 2, the reflector diameter has been increased 
from 27∙4m to 29∙6m to compensate for the slight increase of loss in the receive waveguide. The high-
power transmitters and low-high frequency changers are housed on the lower floors of the tower, 
whilst the high-low- frequency changers are located in the central building.  
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TALKING POINT 
It was nice to hear a GW3 station (not an RSARS member) mention, on the air, that he had received a 
FB SWL report from a Society member. We all know that many SWL reports are of  the "Heard you 
on Wednesday, Pse QSL" type, and that many amateurs just tolerate SWL reports, others just send 
along a QSL, but it is seldom one hears an SWL complimented over the air. This unsolicited 
testimonial can only do good for the SWL fraternity in general and the RSARS SWL Section in 
particular, Take a bow, RSARS 830!. 
The WPX Award must be getting easier!. Apart from hearing or working a KE4, a PW2 and an RQ2, 
your Editor recently heard, and worked DX1JMG. Where was he? In Manila in the Philippines and 
was a Special Event Station to commemorate Amateur Radio Week. 
During a recent QSO your Editor was surprised to learn that GB call stations are not permitted to take 
part in contests. Whether this means that GB3VFS (Village Flower Show) cannot give a report plus a 
number if a Contest Station calls him, perhaps for the prefix, is not known. A letter has been sent to 
the Ministry of Posts and Telecommunications to clarify the matter and if reply is received before we 
go to press, it will be included in this edition. 
If you are still looking for a QSO with Bouvet Island, remember the call-sign 3Y5DQ-LA5DQ who 
should be a member of the next party going there. Dates not fixed at the moment (late November). 
Geoff Watts DX News Sheet points out that from 1st January 1973 there will be separate CW and 
Phone (AM and SSB) single band 'CQ' Awards for each band 10 to 80 Metres. Special plaques (total 
of 10) will also be awarded to the No.1 CW winner and the No.1 Phone winner on each band. If you 
are thinking of competing for the plaques, you must send the 40 QSLs direct to CQ DX Editor, John 
A. Attaway, K4IIF, the winners being determined by THE EARLIEST POSTMARK ON THE 
ENVELOPE. I wonder who will be the first to get 39 QSLs and then have to wait six months for the 
last one!!! 
If you are a Clerk of Works (Electrical) in the Royal Engineers, or Artificer, (Electrical Control), 
Artificer (Radar), Artificer (Radio) in the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, or a REME 
Artificer Aircraft (Electrics Instruments and Radio), or (providing you possess the appropriate 
qualifications) a Royal Signals Foreman of Signals, Technician Sergeant, Lineman Sergeant or 
Electrician Driver Sergeant, you may well be eligible for admission to The Association of Supervisory 
and Executive Engineers. The address is : 
The Association of Supervisory and Executive Engineers, Wix Hill House, West Horsley, Surrey. 
Services resettlement Bulletin No. 5 of 1972 gives all the details, together with information on at least 
40 other professional bodies for which you may be eligible for membership. 
Bill Begg, RSARS 624, is now BRS 33879 as well ISWL GM-13801. He continues to send out the 
reports and get a few cards back which has qualified him for some very nice 'sheepskins' including a 
Class B Lincoln Century Award - "Took a long time that one did" according to Bill. 
Who is, was DA2YX?. Cards for contacts made by DA2YX, name believed to be John during 
February, March and April 1971 have  been forwarded to your Editor by the Bureau. (Your Editor 
was operating DA2XX at that time). Any Info to the Editor who will be happy to pass along the cards. 
Has anyone had any success with OSCAR 6? It has been reported that a 'G' station has heard a QSO 
between a W7 and a VE station. How about you? 

************************ 
CHC QSO PARTY. 
The June 1972 IARS CHC QSO Party was won by RSARS 90. 
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LOOK BACK 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
FROM "MERCURY" 10 YEARS AGO ……       
         By Lo. No. 
From No.1 Autumn 1961 
A Foreword by the SO in C, Maj. Gen. WHISTLER (RSARS 002), the President of the Royal Signals 
Amateur Radio Society in which the aims and aspirations of the Society were outlined. "Mercury" 
was to be issued quarterly. A list of Command Representatives was given and included  GW8PG, 
G3FGN, G5YN and DL2YR. Annual subs were 2/6 and Life Membership was £2-2-0. The HQ 
station at Catterick, G3CIO boasted the following active members - G3DSS, G3IBB, G3NOT, 
G3NJM and G3PCV. Also included was an article on the Army Wireless Reserve Amateur Radio 
Society (the forerunner of RSARS!!!). This was by G3ADZ who was in at the start of both Societies, 
details were also given of the Members Purchasing Scheme - can we still get 5%, 10% and even 20% 
off items from various suppliers? (It is intended that this Scheme will be given the 'kiss of life in the 
very near future - Ed.). 
From No.2 Spring 1962 
The Secretary's Report (Editorial) indicated that there were 110 members, 35 Life and 73 Annual 
were listed on the last two pages - the two missing ones (Another Editorial Error?), but that Overseas 
Membership and Representation was sadly lacking. A QSL design Contest was to be run and 
GB3RCS was first aired between 29 January and 3 February 1962. Also a "big moan regarding the 
lack of contribution" for "Mercury" concluded G3NJM's remarks. However, articles on Solid State 
PSU's, VR Tubes, A Top Band Antenna, A Cheap Mast and An SWR Bridge were contributed by the 
five active amateurs at Catterick. This issue comprised 17 pages - some of which were printed on both 
sides, 
From No.3 Spring 1963  
Editorial apologies were in order for this issue being (three quarters of a year) late. G3FGN, the new 
Editor who was located at Harrogate, had replaced G3NJM who had been posted at short notice to 
VS1 (now 9V1). The SO in C appointed The Director of Telecommunications as permanent President 
and G2EC became Permanent Vice-President. Six entries only had been received for the QSL Card 
Contest. It was proposed to pay for articles in "Mercury" by means of QSL cards. Articles included A 
Multiband Antenna for Minimum Space (with a 102' top!!), conversion of the WS36 for Amateur 
Use, and two contributions from Unit Stations. The issue comprised 8 pages printed on both sides. 
Comment by G3ONU - 10 years ago overseas membership was sparse, material for "Mercury" was 
lacking. "Mercury" was late being issued, the Editor was at Harrogate and Command (Area) 
representation did not really work! Times don't change much do they?? - but RSARS is a thriving, 
active Society all the same. 
  
 
 ALSO FROM THE PAST.         
            
        G3DPS 
The above article prompted your Editor to look through the odd. copy he has under the TX where the 
rubber foot is missing, and for the younger members a couple of  Quiz' items are included. No prizes 
but both were solved in the past it is believed. Both are "Black Box" questions. The first has five 
terminals and measurements taken between any two terminals show a reading of 1∙5 Ohms. What's in 
the box? The second problem concerns two "Black Boxes" connected together by TWO wires. The 
first has two toggle switches and an AC mains input, the second, two bulbs. Throw one switch and 
one bulb lights, throw the other and the other bulb lights, throw both and both light. How?? 

 

12 



 

 

13 



FIVE FIFTY NINE AWARD.  
Full marks to Cyril for instituting this Award and for the CW Section, but why penalise us with one 
Activity period in a quarter. It is all very well saying take any four hours from 12, but I only get one 
complete Sunday off in 4 weeks, and the XYL has first call on that. One might have necessarily to 
work the whole 12 hours to find the best four anyway. Why not three weekends of four hours, and 
have the best out of these. 
THE ROYAL SIGNALS AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY AWARDS.  
I am glad to note that someone else is desirous of a change. However, I would like to see an additional 
requirement for the top three categories - Special Plaque, Class 'A' and Class 'B', and that this should 
be that 50% of the total points should have been made on CW. 
Having got that off my chest, I'll now away to bed after a very gruelling night shift.  

73, yours sincerely 
 
 
E.H. Ross (Ted) GM3LWS 
Member 089 

(Thank you, Ted, for the time and trouble taken to send along an interesting letter. As the junior of us 
two members (090) I'm sure 1 don't have to remind you that CW activity among members has always 
been a problem. However, I am also sure that the efforts being made by our CW Net Deputy 
Controllers will help overcome this problem, and I pass along to them your suggestion regarding Net 
Frequencies. Sorry to hear about the trouble you had getting into the normal Net. I am sure that this 
will prompt our Net members to keep an ear open for CW  callers and not pass off all the dots and 
dashes as commercial QRM. Your comments regarding calls for breakers passed to Net Controllers. 
Comments on Ted's letter will be very welcome. Editor). 

*************************** 

28 Loxley Road, 
Glenfield, 
LEICESTER, 
LE3 8PB. 

            
            
           4 Nov 72 
Dear O.M., 
 I have just read through Autumn "Mercury" and feel I must pen a line to show my lack of 
support to Proposition 2, Page 7. I can see no useful end product emerging from points per mode, per 
band type operating. We may have 1,000 members in RSARS, but at any one time I bet that less than 
500 are operative on the H.F. Bands. Of those, chores will account for 250 at least on any week-end 
day. Spread these over 160 through to 10 Metres for, say, 1 hours, over any one days operating 
time (a guess, some ops perhaps more, some less) and one can see how hard it is to catch members by 
chance on the air. If, when I locate a member I've got to QRX while, with another station he goes CW, 
SSB, AM, etc., as in the proposition just to pick up points - well, you can count me out! It's not that I 
just want a quick kill and in the bag, but the fag of point counting at the end of 200 QSOs spread over, 
say, two years is rather daunting and needless. Ask G8VG, G2KK, G3XSN, GM3LWS and other 
RSARS/FOC members how difficult it is to tally 5-band QSO points even when using an up-to-date 
membership list on one mode! No, for me it's a point per membership number irrespective of band for 
normal operating and during Contests a point per member per band. I know proposition 2 was not 
Seconded but I want to state my objections now so that it cannot be resurrected. 
DX-peditions. 
 Just an idea - but can the Royal Signals yacht be chartered by RSARS and sailed to North 
Africa to 'do' a  couple of rare spots?  If operations were timed to fall in school  holidays,  you could 
count   
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me in (if the price were right) and G3KYF is bursting a gut to go on a real DX-pedition. EA9 (Ifni) 
would be my choice as it is not too far! 
CW Net. 

Nasty Nudge!! - If G3OLE (Jim) is going to run a CW Net can I trust him to turn up?? After all, he 
still owes me a card for a QSO on 3∙5 during January 1970!' CU on the Net, Jim - Hi! 

73 es thanks to all-at-HQ, 
 
 
(Your comments are much appreciated. Alf I think Prop. 2 has died a natural death now, but, after all, 
the proposition was to get from members what we have got from you in the above letter - comments 
on the Awards Scheme. The points per mode/band was included to try and get a few more people on 
CW etc. particularly on 80, and to work other bands to give contacts to our overseas members. 
Anyway, they were only suggestions and not necessarily part of the proposition. Surprised you 
Mention G8VG and the difficulty of getting member contacts in the same letter - with a 400, 'sticker' 
Bill doesn't seem to have done too badly in "catching members by chance on the air", although I 
would be the first to admit it has been the result of real hard work. I like the DX-pedition idea, but it is 
not an easy thing to organise. At the moment I am trying to get one of the younger RSARS members, 
G4ANH, to North Sweden with the British Schools Exploring Society as the Expedition amateur. The 
organisation, Passports, Medical Certificates, Equipment, Baggage Allowances. Time off etc. are only 
minor problems - the biggest one is the finding of a minimum of £190 - and that's for only one person 
taking part in an Expedition that is already organised!!!. Glad you liked the Code problem, and 
despite requests to the contrary, there's another in this edition somewhere. -Ed.) 

************************** 

Shirebrook School, 
Common Lane, 
Shirebrook, 
MANSFIELD, 
Notts. 

From : G3XTL (334)/G3SIG (AFF 5)        
            
 30 Oct 72 
Hon. Sec. RSARS 
 
Dear Sec., 
I have been intending to write for so long but life has been hectic! 
The new address for G3XTL and G3SIG is : 
6 FELLWILSON STREET, WARSOP, MANSFIELD, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
Activity is still mainly in the A1 mode using an FT-200 with various aerials. I am at this time trying to 
plot my G5RV against a 14AVQ vertical and a Spider Quad on the HF bands. I use the KW107 Super 
Match which allows easy switching and monitor of SWR and Output. It keeps me busy and I find it 
much more satisfying than just chasing DX. Late in the evening I have key chats on 80M with a few 
RSARS members, G3FPC and GM3LWS together with G3ZYV are regulars on 3525 KHz. We are 
always ready to welcome others. At least once a week I operate with the G3SIG call-sign and 
although the licence address is the same I do try to keep G3SIG separate by using the call from a 
shack in the garden with a 40 Watts Xtal TX and Codar AT5 TX plus HRO RX. 

Last week I had a short stay in Cyprus and was delighted to meet ZC4DS (Dave) who was very 
helpful and let me use his station for one of my skeds with G3VDF on 20M. 1 was pleased to be able 
to use my new call-sign ZC4TL for the first time. Dave has a really fine station (Yaesu FT-200) and I 
am looking forward to meeting him on the air to thank him for making my brief stay on the island so 
rewarding amateur-wise. 
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I hope to activate ZC4TL on 80M at least once again next year and will be on the lookout for 
RSARS CW from Episkopi. I would like you to record that the call-sign is valid for Awards, (I hope 
so, anyway!). I will keep you informed but to date G3VDF is the only RSARS contact made by 
ZC4TL. 

G3SIG has suffered quite a lot by way of omission from call-books but I can say that things are 
being put right and that the call-sign is still held by me on behalf of 39 (City of London) Signal 
Regiment (Volunteers), Worship Street, London.  
Within the Unit we have G3LUN, G3LOV, G3FPC, G3FWD, G3RWN and G2DRT (ACC but also 
RSARS). Are there any more cooks in RSARS, or can we boast that we are the only unit having a 
Chef who can provide Chicken Maryland and at the same time chat to Boston on 20 Metres? 'DRT - 
Francis - is also active on 2 Metres and during July we managed a spell from near Catterick with a 
Heathkit 2 Metre rig and FT-200 on H.F. 

And that's about all for now 
       73 
 
   Chas Barlow 
   G3XTL/ZC4TL (G3SIG) 

(Congratulations, Chas, on the ZC4TL call. It seems ages ago (and it is!) since your Editor operated a 
Canadian 52 Set from Famagusta as ZC4XX. It had many faults including being battery driven and 
requiring something like 52 Amps on Send. Perhaps its worst characteristic was its high-speed drift 
capability - I am sure that many 7 MHz QSOs finished on 20M!. Don't forget to give us a buzz when 
you are next making tracks for the land of the Keo. G2DRT must be a real asset for events like Field 
Day, etc. Chicken Maryland beats sandwiches and a can of beer any day!. It is interesting to note that 
the first three letters out of the "Mail Box" file all come from keen CW members. It only goes to 
prove that they are active with both pen and key so how about joining them? - Editor). 

********************* 
M. Dransfield, 
10, Welbeck Close, 
Trimley St. Mary, 
IPSWICH, IP0 0TD 

….. So I should be grateful if you could please note my current address, as at the head of this letter. I 
am not very active these days - think I had too much of it when I was 5N2AAF. However, I get on the 
air daily with an FT-101 to a dipole on 80 Metres or to a 14AVQ on the HF bands. A FL2000B Linear 
helps out when needed, although I am not in favour of using it for every QSO….. 
 
 

Michael Dransfield, G3JKO 
RSARS 139 

********************** 
23 Dan Sim Boh Road 
SINGAPORE 11 

De RSARS 203 
….. and please note my new address above. I have just applied for a 9V1 licence - so I should be 
joining RSARS 407 (9V1RJ, Gary Thomas - Ed.) on the air soon with a TR3 and TH-3 antenna. I 
have also sent forms in for a 9M2 and VS5 tickets and with any luck I shall be on from Sarawak and 
Sabah occasionally. I shall be using 20W SSB Manpack sets from these areas, so you'll have to keep 
your eyes peeled!   
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14 Wigston Road 
Balby, 
Leic's. LE8 3FU. 

"..... To add a comment for the next edition of "Mercury" might I put the question :- Are there any 
members left who are interested in DX? At one time space was given to DX News and Info but, alas, 
no more. I would like to see more in the way of DX and DX-peditions - what happened to the one to 
Elephant Island? 1 did notice a full page on the Geoff Watts News Sheet - quite a good advert for him, 
no doubt. Is this a hint for the DX-minded members to subscribe, as the RSARS is only interested in 
Inter-G working for their own Awards. At one time there used to be an active Net on both 20 and 15 
Metres but they seem to have fallen by the wayside of late. Such a sad state of affairs. There must be a 
few members who feel the same and, like myself, find that the lower frequencies are difficult to 
operate due to lack of space to put up a decent antenna system. I have a 3 element beam for the HF 
bands but for the lower bands I have struggled recently to put up a dipole for 80 Metres.....  

.....If any member is in need of a QSO/QSL from this 'rare' station they are asked to listen Sunday 
mornings, 3∙755 MHz around 0930 GMT as I now keep a sked with G3YQR..... 

Kindest Regards & 73's 
   De G3KYF.   448  

 
(Many members are interested in DX. The reason that the News Sheet was mentioned was for the 
benefit of such members, as its news is right up-to date whereas "Mercury", being published every 
quarter cannot hope to compete with "red-hot" DX News. Back in the "good old days" the Society had 
much greater membership abroad with several members in such places as Hong Kong, Malaya, 
Singapore, Brunei, Sharjah, Bahrain, Cyprus, Malta, Gibraltar etc. and there was always a good 
representation on the HF band Nets. However, with the run-down of overseas Bases we now rely on a 
much smaller number of permanent overseas members. However, we are always interested to get 
suggestions regarding times and frequencies for a rejuvenated HF Net. Why not slide down about 35 
KHz on a Sunday morning, Keith, and join the RSARS Net? -Ed.). 

***************** 
1, Court Orchard, 

G3XVO           
            
         Newton St. Cyres, 

Exeter, EX5 5BJ 
"…..I am not too active on the net at the moment, but I did call into l3ASW's Net but my SWR (at 
about 10: 1) was a bit high at the time and by the time I had corrected it the net had closed…..  . 
 "….. also, regarding changes in the Society I am quite satisfied with it as it is….."    
 
 
 
 

********************* 
330 Tampa Avenue, 
Cleveland 

No call-sign on letter.          
            
   Ohio  44109. 
"…..I emigrated to Canada in 1951 and here in 1953 and I work as a Toolmaker at the Ford Motor 
Company Engine Plant….. . 
 …..I have the advance class licence which starts 'phone at 14·200 and 21·275 MHz, so I may 
not be able to get on the Nets….." 
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John McCulloch, 
DCA Training College, 
Flight Service, 
P.O. Box 2087, 
KONEDOBU, 
Papua New Guinea. 

…..As you will see - a new address and call-sign - VK9CCC and I will be active within the next 8 
weeks (dated 23 Jan 73 - Ed.) from Port Moresby - SSB/CW/RTTY and am looking forward to 
working a few of the guys. I would like to hear particularly from any of the 1955/65 vintage 'Y' - ex 
10WTS at Loughborough, 2 Wireless in Cyprus or 255 Signal Squadron in Bahrain. It's a great pity 
that more of these first-class operators didn't become first-class amateurs…..  
…..I wonder if you can help me regarding the whereabouts of a FoS called McEwen, who was in 
charge of the Radio Workshops at 255 Signal Squadron….. 
 
 
 
(I am afraid, John, that a check with a few FoS acquaintances only came up with the news that FoS 
McEwen is believed to have left the Service "at least 3 years ago". Perhaps members will have more 
recent news. - Ed.) 

************************* 
WOI J. Morris, 
G3VPM/RSARS 435, 
22 Signal Regiment, 
BFPO 107. 

……haven't even taken out a DA call but I still have my soldering iron sharpened to a fine point. 
Ought to be QSY-ing to G-land via the School sometime in the summer (nearly wrote that with a 
capital letter but I reckon it doesn't deserve one!) so I'll be looking forward to seeing some of the 
gang. …..Ah well, back to the eighth rebuild of my 500mW transceiver!!!  
 
 
 

************************* 
5 (Banbury) Squadron, 

39th (City of London) Signal Regiment (Volunteers) 
TA Centre, Oxford Road 
Banbury, Oxon. 
Tel. : 0295-2178 

.….For many years this Regiment had, in one form or another, an Amateur Radio Club. We still hold 
G3SIG and G3LUN call-signs. I am anxious to re-form this Club and need help in obtaining suitable 
equipment here at Banbury. In our Regiment are the following call-signs; G2DRT, G3FWD, G3FPC, 
G3XTL, G3.??? (Sgt Ray Harrod, whose call escapes me for the moment), and myself, G3LOV. All 
members of RSARS, I believe. I intend to start a Regimental Net with a Club station but need help in 
obtaining a suitable rig. Can anyone help? (Please contact Mike direct at the above address or by 
'phone. - Ed.) .....We have RHQ in the City of London with out-Squadrons in Dundee, Tunbridge 
Wells and Banbury so there is a good choice of locations for anyone who would like to join us. We 
have a very fine sight and sound Morse training equipment and can also train likely lads as 
parachutists. We also have a good proportion of WRAC in most trades. Anyone interested (or their 
harmonics) can write to me at the above address.....  
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IT'S THAT MAN AGAIN.         
            
          G3DPS 
1794(P) was passing the "Interview Room" and hearing a commotion he quietly entered. Colonel           
…………. stood in front of a suspect. "'Ere, 'Ere, 'Ere, what's all this 'ere?" said 1794(P) - (His father 
had been a village policeman)."This blithering idiot" spluttered the Colonel "I'm sure the dashed 
fellow is a member of an organisation calling itself 'RSARS'. Spend all their confounded time sending 
messages to their agents overseas, and I'm sure he's got a message on him somewhere or somehow". 
"What have you found on him"? queried 1794(P). "Nothing, except this piece of paper. Claims it's a 
list of countries he worked on Top Band during a recent RSARS Contest". 1794(P) studied the piece 
of paper for a couple of minutes and then taking a pencil and paper he wrote down the message and 
handed it to the Colonel. Taking back the piece of paper and carefully placing his monocle, the 
Colonel almost admitted defeat. "Just a blasted list of countries" he roared "How the hell do you make 
a message out of that?". "They are amateur radio countries, all right" admitted 1794(p) "but the 
solution is not in the names of the countries". "Why does Canada and Brazil appear twice?" "I don't 
think that makes any difference" said 1794(P) adopting that superior air that was guaranteed to upset 
the Colonel "In fact, one of the Canadas could well have been a European country". The Colonel 
gazed at the list for sometime and finally muttered "I give up". will you give up, or can you solve it? 
The list read : 
FINLAND, SPAIN, VATICAN, CANADA, BRAZIL, CUBA, YUGOSLAVIA, PANAMA, 
HUNGARY, EIRE, LEBANON, FAROES, BULGARIA, PRILLIPINES, HONDURAS, 
THAILAND, ARGENTINE, SWITZERLAND, ICELAND, MOLDAVIA, MACAO, SUDAN, 
HAITI, NOTHERN IRELAND, BRUNEI, BRAZIL, CANADA, JAPAN, ANGOLA, JORDAN, 
CHILE, PORTUGAL. 
It may well he advantageous if your solution is one of the first two opened after the deadline date of 
1st October 1973. 
 

GB CALL-SIGNS IN CONTESTS ETC. 
Elsewhere in this issue mention is made of the rule that Special Event Stations are not permitted to 

take part in Contests etc. A reply has now been received from the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunications on this matter. 

Part of the letter reads as follows : ".…. We take the view that no special call-signs should be issued 
to organisations or individuals specifically for Contest work. You probably know it is our aim to be as 
impartial as possible and to avoid offering any facility to an organisation or individual that will put 
them in a privileged position so far as contests are concerned. Therefore I regret to inform, the GB2 
and GB3 call-signs are only issued for exhibitions, rallies or similar events. 

Please also refer additionally in this connection to rule 6 of the general rules for RSGB Contests 
which says that GB stations……..will not be accepted. 

In reply to your other question, I write to advise you that if a Special Events Station received a 
contact from an ordinary amateur station this would not be regarded as a GB station participating in a 
contact………" (Editors note: To clarify the last paragraph, I think this should read "….participating 
in a Contest". The question which prompted this reply was whether a GB station should reply if called 
by a station participating in a Contest. Apparently it may), 

*************************** 
ENGINEER OR SCIENTIST??? 

Are you an engineer or scientist? Would you like to meet other amateurs who share the same salt-
mine? Why not drop a line to The International Engineers and Scientists Amateur Radio Association? 
As yet only a small organisation it already has a Newsletter and issues the "Men of Science" Award. 
Although part of IARS/CHC one does NOT have to be a Certificate Hunter to become a member. If 
you are interested drop a line to The Secretary, IE&SAA, C/o The Editor, "Mercury". 
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TRAVELOGUE          
            
  H.D. FENNAH, RSARS 848. 
SHORT-WAVE LISTENERS HOBBY LEADS TO HOLIDAY IN SWEDEN. 
(The following account of a holiday brought about by keen short-wave listening came by way of a 
letter from RSARS 848. Rather than include it in "Mail Box" your Editor thought it was interesting 
enough to make a separate article.) 

On March 6th 1972 I was listening on 20 Metres with my FR DX 400 (160 thu' 2) and I locked on to 
a station in Sweden, and listened and observed for approx.1 hour. The station was operated by a YL 
and as I had no QSL card from Sweden (especially a YL) I sent her one of mine with a very critical 
report. 

About one week later I received from this lady her QSL card together with six picture postcards of 
her village and a lovely letter thanking we for my patience in listening for one hour and observing 
different propagation changes relating to her signals. 

Naturally, I wrote back to her, and she back to me again with an invitation to spend my holidays at 
her QTH. I took advantage of this opportunity and on 6th August 1972 I sailed to Göteborg arriving 
on August 7th. 

I motored across Sweden to the Baltic coast town of Östhammar (140Km North of Stockholm) and 
arrived in high spirits at the QTH of my friend Gunilla SM0CXC, where a welcome was awaiting 
such as I had never before experienced. 

Gunilla and her OM Stig SM0DAB are, indeed, very kind and generous people, nothing was too 
much trouble for them, they would not even accept any money for my 2½ weeks stay. 

I had previously arranged a 'sked' with my friends GW3KNZ and on Saturday August 12th we 
hooked up, and, due to the Swedish licence conditions I was permitted to use Gunilla's rig (in her 
presence) and have a chat with GW3KNZ. Why cannot the British authorities allow some deviation? 

I visited quite a lot of homes over there, also lots of other places of interest, and, without exception, 
I was accepted as a friend, and not as a foreigner, such is the friendliness of the Swedish people, 
Gunilla and Stig took me out in their boat for a Sunday trip into the Baltic Sea, stopping on  the Island 
of Grassö for our picnic tea. 

The time came all too quickly to say 73 and 88 and with very happy memories I set course along E3 
back to Göteborg (Gothenburg) and hence hack to the U.K. We have regular 'skeds' with Gunilla now, 
through the kind offices of GW3KNZ and GW3XQO - and I cannot wait for next Summer when I will 
be revisiting my many friends over in SM. 
(Who said SWL-ing wasn't a rewarding hobby! - Editor) 

In another letter Dennis adds "I must mention that Gunilla, SM0CXC: runs a Swan 500C to a 
14AVQ on the roof and she is a very keen CW Op. Gunilla and Stig, own a 500+ acre farm and they 
are equipped for CB working also (27MHz). For this band they have another antenna, a Ground Plane, 
on the other chimney stack. 
 

THE 73 TROPHY. 
The 73 Trophy, made by the Swedish sculptor Sten Fasthe will be awarded to commemorate the 

30th year of Hessleholm Freebooters Radio Club. Points are awarded during 1973 for contacts as 
follows: For contacts with SM3 or SM7 stations during 1973, SM stations gain 1 point (per band) EU 
stations, 3 points and DX stations, 5 points. For contacts with Club members SM stations gain 5 
points (per band), EU stations get 15 points and DX stations get 25 points. GCR List to Award 
Manager, Box 150, S-28101 Hessleholm by 30 June 1974. Club members : SK7BK-FT-CA, SM5WI, 
SM7ABO-ALI-ANL-ASN-BAH-BBV-BDU-BJB-CRW-DGC-DHK-DJG-DMN-DMT-DRQ-DUH-
EBN-ECI-EEB-EHI-EHO-EMI-ER-EUG-FPI-TE-VO. (From Geoff Watts News Sheet, No.554 ~jo. 
554, 19 Dec 72) 
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of course, also worked on ONE frequency under certain circumstances, but very strict discipline had 
to be maintained if chaos was to be avoided. I remember Armoured Regiments with over 70 stations 
on one frequency, but these were only successful with really seasoned troops, well trained and with a 
high standard of Radio discipline as a result of considerable training in working together  in such 
groups. 

This discipline or training is MOST unlikely to be found among radio AMATEURS and the attempt 
to enforce such discipline would probably cause severe resentment among amateurs who pursue their 
radio as a hobby and not a part of a military discipline. 

The system at present used by RSARS with its Overseas and Local Nets on different frequency 
bands works remarkably well...  

It may be argued that I very rarely take part in the Net, that I should not be expressing a view, but I 
have restricted my participation in general to those occasions when I am using a slightly unusual call-
sign, and can therefore add something to the interest. 

I joined the Overseas Net when working F0RT/FC/M and found it worked excellently and was able 
to contact our Middle East and Far East stations and give some of them new country or prefix. I 
joined the local Net from Sark and also found it working well. 

Minor improvements could well be made from time to time, but the wholesale reorganisation 
envisaged in this Open Letter seems more likely to lead to chaos.  

With reference to the proposals regarding Life Membership, a similar proposal was discussed at 
great length at the RSGB AGM and turned down because the number of Life Members under 69 or 65 
was so small that the financial advantage to the Society was small, while proposal No.3 is surely a 
breach of contract.  

On the whole I would say that the RSARS works very well. It has already decentralised by running 
the QSL Bureau away from Blandford: thanks to the excellent work of G3HSE it is now decentralised 
further by the Editorship of "Mercury" being taken over by my very good friend G3DPS.  

I believe a Society of this size and type does better to decentralise its different departments or 
different jobs, than trying to decentralise by geographical Regions, pretending that the U.K. is a huge 
area like the U.S.A., U.S.S.R or Australia whereas we are a small compact island or group of islands 
where regionalisation is meaningless.  

Local meetings of members living in close proximity can, of course, be arranged informally as is 
happening all the time, but the U.K. is not large enough geographically to merit consideration of 
regiona1 decentralisation. 

********************** 
 From : G2BPC. 
.......... I am in favour of the proposals, but regret that I could not become a Regional Manager. As a 
former Hon. Sec. and later Past President of the Radio Society of East Africa I was hard put, at times, 
to keep my head above water!!, also, being now over 65 I feel a younger man should volunteer!!. In 
1946/47 I put in a lot of hard work forming the Catterick Amateur Radio Club as co-founder of 
G3CI0 and well remember G5YN, at that time on a course at the old School of Signals, at Catterick. 
Those were the days and I am so glad to see that the Society has progressed from strength to strength 
since then. ..... 

********************** 
 From : G3EJF. 
I am all in favour of anything that will make the General Secretary's load easier and a Regional 
Scheme might help. However, I am only in favour of the propositions with reservations. I can see 
absolutely no point in the funny numbering system he proposes nor in the idea of special call-signs. In 
any case we'd have to wait 'yonks' for the G4R-- series to come up.  

With regard to the increase in subs - does the Society need the money? If not, why put them up?  
RSARS get-togethers on a Regional basis is an excellent idea. 
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The idea of a 'shop' is just not on. You will recall we ran one at Catterick once and one is constantly 
having to revalue stock as prices change, often downwards in the case of semi-conductors. There is a 
lot of work involved in accounting, packing and posting. The idea, that things could be sold at a 
considerable saving to members is an illusion as is "the bargaining power of over 1,000 members". At 
the present time there is no shortage of components at very attractive prices if one will only read 
through the adverts in Wireless World, etc. As for designing and selling kits, the work involved would 
be far greater than G3WZQ imagines and could not be done as a spare time project. In any case is 
there any need for such a service?. On the one hand Heathkit and other firms produce very reasonably 
priced products, and on the other there in no shortage of constructional articles in the journals. 

********************** 
The Council of the RSARS would like to thank G3WZQ and all members who participated in the 
opinion poll. Many good ideas and suggestions were received together with offers of help. Particular 
thanks are due to those members who answered the "Would you be interested in assisting the Society 
..... etc." question with "Of course". Whilst Regional organisation does not appear warranted it is 
intended to keep the various sub-divisions (ACF/CCF, SWL, QSL Bureau, Overseas Sections) 
decentralised as at present. Suggestions regarding Society organisation are welcome from members at 
any time. Just drop a line to the Gen. Sec. 

 
 
GI6YM GOLDEN JUBILEE AWARD. 
This year (1973) is the Golden Jubilee of the City of Belfast YMCA Radio Club GI6YM, Northern 
Ireland, and the members are planning to celebrate the occasion with a number of special activities 
throughout the twelve months.  

This Club Jubilee also happily coincides with the 75th Anniversary of the Wireless Tests carried out 
by Marconi and Kemp, on behalf of Lloyds, between Ballycastle (Co. Antrim) and Rathlin Island off 
the North Irish coast, to report ships passing the N.E. comer of Ireland. 

These tests were successful and established the first "public service" of wireless in the year 1898. 
To commemorate both these milestones the Belfast YMCA Club are to issue an Award Certificate 

(Only the second such Award to be offered by GI radio amateurs) between 1st July 1973 and 30th June 
1974 (Award period one year) and details will appear shortly. 

On the 6th July next the little North Irish town of Ballycastle's Urban District Council will dedicate 
a memorial to Marconi and Kemp's work at the site of one of the tests. This will take the form of an 
"environmental sculpture and picnic area".  

Activity from GI6YM will be at a high level throughout the period and in conjunction with members 
of GI3FFF, the Ballymena Amateur Radio Club, a Special Event station will operate from Ballycastle 
on all HF bands during the first week of July. 

It is known at this point that one requirement for the Award will be contact with both the YMCA 
Club station (GI6YM) and the Special Activity Station at Ballycastle during the period of the town's 
Marconi-Kemp celebrations. This Award will also be available to Short Wave Listeners. 

(GI3NQH)     
 
 
OVERSEAS PROBLEMS. 

Here at home we can find many things to complain about if we really want to - the weather, TVI, 
Band conditions, VAT and many others. But spare a thought for some of our overseas members. A 
letter from Dady, VU2MD/RSARS 767 says : "Band conditions in this neck of the woods are not very 
good hence my operating is restricted. In addition we are having a power shortage (also a food and 
water shortage) because of the poor monsoon last season, and I have to watch the electric meter to 
make sure I do not exceed the allotted quota. Hope we have a normal monsoon this season - I'm 
keeping my fingers crossed…". It makes you think, doesn't it? 
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MORE MAIL 
Thetford, 
Norfolk. 

Dear Editor/Gen.Sec., 
          ……….I was 
interested to read about KV4AD. I have a QSL from KV4AD for a listener Report I sent him on his 
contact with DK7SJ. His card says he drives a Swan 400 plus a 1kW Linear to a KV4AD Phased 
Super Quad - whatever that is !. I heard him on 11-8-72 but he says it was 8-11-72 - perhaps its 
because radio waves travel at 186,000 things per whatsit!!!!!….. 
 …..Had a look in a Sigs vehicle the other day - not a 19 Set anywhere! When I told the lad on 
duty that we used them in the War, he said "What War? - 1914?"   

(I'm afraid you have bumped into an old problem, John. The Western Hemisphere tends to put the 
month first and this can cause confusion. Why not adopt the rule to write your dates in the form 11 
Aug 72 - saves a lot of misunderstanding - Ed) 

**************************** 
Darlington, 
Co. Durham. 

Dear Editor,  
I am writing in response to your editorial in the Summer edition of "Mercury". I would like to 

comment on the various aspects of "Mercury" as follows: 
1.  A Society Affairs page of general matters should be retained. 
2.  I would like to see an editoria1 page expressing a view on the general scene or on particular 

topics. 
3.  Also a regular review, as comprehensive as possible, of all known activities of the Society.  
4.  A regular listing of RSARS Nets" Control Stations, Frequencies, Days and Times. I appreciate 

that this list would not change very often, but its inclusion in each edition will ensure that it is 
easily available for reference.  

5.  Once a year I feel a list should be published showing equipment owned by RSARS. This could 
include such comments as the condition of the equipment, date of purchase, hours of use and 
location. Is there any equipment at Catterick belonging to the RSARS?. 

6.  Technical articles should be retained and increased. Could I suggest that you include articles on 
theory and practice for those less knowledgeable on radio. 

7.  Awards. I think that these need to be mentioned, it is, after all one aspect of the Society's 
activities. The coverage should not be out of proportion or at the expense of other articles. 

8.  I think a brief resume of a new member would be of interest - I would be interested to read of 
possible contacts from my years of service/Regiment. I am not sure if Potted Histories would be 
of much interest - probably only to close friends of the reviewee. 

9.  Station descriptions could be of interest. It would help to provide ideas for others, if reasons for 
the choice of particular equipment was given in any description. 

10.  Letters to the Editor. These contributions can be very interesting. On the other hand, some can be 
deadly dull. For example, surely no-one can be interested in the fact that Bill Bloggs has been 
decorating his house, de-budding his roses or swotting for an exam? Such items as these need to 
be excluded, and the temptation to use them as fill-in material to swell the pages of "Mercury", 
should be firmly resisted. The quality of "Mercury" should be maintained even if, from time to 
time, it is at the expense of quantity.  
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Which brings me round to the last edition of "Mercury" and the possible confusion caused by the 
letters from Double Pole Switch and the Wilton Warbler (pages 17 - 20 inclusive). May I please make 
it quite clear that only two QSOs may be claimed with any one membership number (unless it is a 
reissued number), that within the terms of the Min Tech license a G8+three letter cannot operate on 
the LF Bands or on CW and finally that a Club station has only one RSARS number and that is AFF 
something or other - Phew!!. 

There is a particularly keen CW and VHF man in Winchester - John, G3YSK. He has offered to give 
both Two and Four a whirl two evenings a week with the deliberate intention of promoting RSARS 
VHF activity. Blandford are again active on Two and there is also Four Metre activity with 3ZKA and 
3VYZ. There is also the possibility that Harrogate (3HKR) joining on Two as well. So why not have a 
look around on Monday and Tuesday??? . 
Monday 1900 to 2000 British clock time 144·325 MHz 
Tuesday 1900 to 2000 British clock time 70·220 MHz 
And that brings me to the end or my slot for this time. A quick resume - 
i) Society Anniversary Contest 9th/10th June. 
ii) Annual Society Award for "Maximum confirmed activity". 
iii) VHF Activity each Monday and Tuesday evening. 

That's yer lot!!!   Vy   73 
        
  G3EKL. 

 
 
THANK YOU GANG! 

Bridge House, 
Hunton,  
Bedale, Yorks. 

The Editor "Mercury". 
Dear Jack,  

This is a clumsy attempt to say thank you to a whole lot of very kind people. When the old ticker 
started misbehaving in mid-January I was moved smartly into Catterick Military Hospital. Quite 
frankly, "my recollections of the next few days are hazy in the extreme but from time to time the 
Sister in the Intensive Care Unit appeared to say that someone had 'phoned to wish me well. Then the 
mail started rolling in, didn't realise how much until I got home and saw it in a pile - I shall never get 
round to answering it separately.  

It was grand to see familiar faces at visiting time and I realise the effort it must have involved for 
some of them. And then there were the people whose offers of help and sympathy gave Jean so mach 
support.  

We were both a little overwhelmed by so much kindness from so many people. 
The Ladies and Gentlemen of the QARANC and RAMC have got me back on my feet and home 

again and I'm taking life easily under doctors orders. 
So, Jack, Can you find room in "Mercury" to let me say a very inadequate, 'Thank You'?. 

             
            
      73 
            
            
     G3EJF 
MAIL 
Quite a few letters left over this time. These will be first in the queue for the next edition. Keep 'em 
rolling in, chaps, the more the merrier. Letters left over are from Hajja, Yemen Arab Republic,  
Darlington, Sileby, Leics, Torquay and Salisbury, etc. If you have a pet hate, subject, theory, etc. drop 
a line. Ed. 
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